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This paper has two aims: one is to present specific ways in which the authors practice online
music improvisation. The other is to analyze, based on the opinions of the performers themselves
and their audience, the kind of aesthetic pleasure such remote improvisational performances can
generate. Yaeichi, a performance group the authors belong to, held experimental online
improvisation sessions from August to December in 2020. This experience made the authors rethink
the following issues: the possibility of devising novel ways for online improvisation and the quality
of aesthetic pleasure these new improvisation styles can bring to performers and their audience.
To explore these issues, the characteristics of the authors’ improvisational methodology and
performances were closely examined in comparison with previously used online improvisation
practices by other artists. In addition, the authors organized a round table session titled “The
Possibility of Online Improvisation” at the 12th Annual Conference of the Japanese Association for
the Study of Musical Improvisation to present their online improvisation practices and discuss the
above-mentioned issues with the audience.

The session led the authors to conclude:

(1) Taking advantage of the technological features of each of the renowned communication
applications, even if they seem unsuitable for musical performances, is an important key for
discovering new methods and aesthetic pleasure of online improvisation.

(2) The quality of aesthetic pleasure produced by online music improvisation can vary depending
on whether performers and their audience view the performance as an experience instead of an

entertainment offering to be appreciated.
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(3) Online music improvisation can add elements of pleasure and beauty to the process different
from those experienced in traditional face-to-face music improvisations, which place heavy
emphasis on “being live” as symbolized by the phrase “here and now” often used in connection with

the performing arts.
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The author has been continuously conducting research on the mechanism of cognition of the
learning process and performance of his own jazz saxophone improvisation. In the learning process,
writing lesson notes, recording statements during lessons, recording performances, and conducting
interviews have been collected. In this paper, the author analyzed learners' descriptions of their
notes and recordings of their interactions from the viewpoint of how they recognize pitches during
performance. As a result, it was found that there was a difference in the recognition of pitch
between the learner and the instructor, such as whether or not the learners recognized the pitch
through the key notation. In addition, the fact that both learner and instructor have been
transformed their pitch recognition though their jazz improvisation learning process. The fact
suggests that pitch recognition is not instrument-specific. The author expects that the pitch
recognition in the improvisation is depend on the experience and musical background of the

performer.
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