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Abstract

This paper focuses on "set conditions™ in improvisational expression as described in the Courses
of Study for Japanese Elementary Schools published in 2017, and clarifies how "set conditions"
in improvisational expression have been perceived and referred to in both pre-school facilities and
elementary schools.  Inboth, musical "conditions, " which could also be called "frameworks"
or "rules" for musical improvisation, were contrasted with "freedom" and discussed
dichotomously or dialectically. It was also confirmed that in both practices, "word" has been
focused on as the foundation of improvisational expression.  The future research agenda is to
devise specific methodologies focusing on the following two points: (1) a flexible perspective on
the setting of conditions for improvisation, and (2) a reexamination of the significance of "
words" as a common element in improvisation in both elementary schools and preschool

institutions.
Key words:

Limitations on improvisation, Musical Elements, Improvisation Education, Early
childhood education, Elementary school education
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